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OPEN CALL

ARQ is a non-profit architecture 
magazine published by 
Ediciones ARQ of the School of 
Architecture at the Pontificia 
Universidad Católica de Chile.

ARQ is a bilingual quarterly 
publication, which has built 
its reputation due to a strong 
emphasis on reflection, research, 
and critical dissemination of 
contemporary architectural 
production.

Founded in 1980, ARQ has 
been continuously published 
since then becoming one of the 
most prestigious architecture 
magazines in Latin America.

ABOUT ARQ

107

research and essays: 
.doc file of an extension 
between 2,000 and 4,000 words.
Texts must be original (or at least 
they must not have been
published in Spanish), and should 
have an academic standard.

works and projects:
Letter size .pdf file of max 10 
pages which must include:
memory, floor plans, pictures, 
and technical data.

critiques:
.doc file of an extension between 
800 and 1,000 words. Texts must 
be original and the object of 
critique has to be built, opened, 
launched or published after 2015.

The pandemic made us change our ways of life, both domestically 
and publicly. With no certainty about the future and no confidence 
in the past, we move into a weird present in which our expectations 
are on hold, but our senses are more active than ever.

We have also learned a lot. Time, whose lack of we always complain 
about, appeared without warning and has been testing our real 
will to do what we promised ourselves. Meanwhile, the question 
about the future of the city (and therefore, of architecture) after 
the pandemic, has taken a space previously occupied by business 
leadership or financial analysis seminars.

No doubt. We are living at a turning point, without much idea 
of where our destiny will turn. The temporal and spatial arc that 
goes from a 2019 in the streets to a 2020 in confinement, led us to 
wonder whether anything will remain the same. We have seen how 
the solidity of the grounds on which we are accustomed to live was 
diluted. What the real threat of global warming did not accomplish, 
the spread of a virus forced us to accept.

Our hopes – those that linger – are pinned on next year. Hence, 
between 2020 and 2021 there is a break, a cut. The “slash” between 
the 20 and the 21 marks that disruption, that change. How will that 
change impact architecture? Will this 2021 bring a new landscape? 
Will we ever think about planning cities again? Or will we pretend 
nothing has happened and continue as we have until now?

Since in ARQ we don’t have answers, because we don’t know them, 
we hope that your contributions will give us certain lights. Projects, 
essays or research that address (and perhaps propose something 
about) the current turning point, will be received until December 
2020, that is, right before the slash. ARQ


